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REMARKS 

Initially, Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for acknowledging consideration 
each of the documents listed on the Form PTO-1449 submitted with the Information Disclosure 
Statement on May 5, 2005. Further, Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for 
acknowledging Applicants' claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. §119, and for 
acknowledging that the certified copy of the priority document upon which Applicants' claim for 
foreign priority is based has been received from the International Bureau. 

In the outstanding Office Action, the Drawings stand objected to for informalities. 
Further, the Title of the present application stands objected to as not being descriptive of the 
claimed invention. The specification stands objected to for informalities. 

Claims 1-7 stand rejected to under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicants 
regard as the invention. Claims 1-5 and 7-9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over IWAMURA et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,396,814). Claim 6 stands rejected under 
35 U.S.C §103(a) as being unpatentable over IWAMURA in view of BEVAN et al. (U.S. Patent 
App. Pub. 2004/0156353). 

Upon entry of the present amendment, claims 1-4 and 6-9 will have been amended. In 
particular, the claims will have been amended to replace "path" with — fixed path — to address 
the Examiner's concerns and to address noted informalities. The amendments to claims 1-4 and 
6-9 should not be considered an indication of Applicants' acquiescence as to the propriety of any 
of the outstanding objections or rejections. Rather, Applicants have amended claims 1-4 and 6-9 
merely in order to advance prosecution and to obtain early allowance of the claims in the present 
application. 
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Applicants traverse the objection to the Drawings. Replacement Figures for Figures 3,5, 
6, 9, 14B, 15 and 16 replace the label "FORMAL-PATH" with —FIXED PATH— and are 
attached hereto. Additionally, Replacement Figures for Figures 7, 8, 15 and 16 replace the label 
"IDS" in Figures 7, 8, 15 and with —IDs— and are attached hereto. Accordingly, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection to the Drawings is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the objection to the Title of the present application. Upon entry of 
the present amendment, the Title will have been amended as "Path Setting Method for Network 
Stations" in accordance with the Examiner's suggestions. Accordingly, reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the objection to the Title of the present application is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the objections to the specification. Upon entry of the present 
amendment, the specification will have been amended at pages 1, 2, 9, 12, 15, 16, 20 and 35 to 
address the Examiner's concerns and to eliminate noted informalities. Accordingly, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection to the specification is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the 35 U.S.C. §1 12 rejection of claim 1. In this regard, the Examiner 
asserts that the claimed term, "temporary path" is ambiguous and indefinite as recited in claim 1. 
Claim 1 has been amended to replace the term "path", by itself, with the term —fixed path—. 
Further, paragraph [0044] of the Applicants' specification, as published, indicates that a fixed 
path is used for communications after establishment of the network configuration and that a 
temporary path is used for communications during development of the network configuration. 
Further, Applicants' specification discloses that a temporary path is primarily utilized for the 
purpose of collecting information required for setting a fixed-path from a parent station to a relay 
station. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. §112 rejection of claim 1 
is respectfully requested. 
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Applicants traverse the 35 U.S.C. §112 rejection of claim 4. In this regard, the Examiner 
asserts that it is not evident what is implied by the feature "allowing the parent station to present 
the comparison," as recited in claim 4. Claim 4 has been amended to recite, inter alia, allowing 
the parent station to present the comparison result on a display of the parent station. Support for 
the amendment to claim 4 is found at, for example, paragraph [0100] of Applicants' specification, 
as published, which indicates a display {e.g., CRT or CLD) in the parent station 1 1 may be used 
to display the result of the comparison between the current fixed-paths with the re-set fixed-paths. 
Further, Applicants' specification discloses that a light source or a sound source may be used as 
an alternative. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. §112 rejection of 
claim 4 is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the 35 U.S.C. §1 12 rejection of claim 6. In this regard, the Examiner 
has indicated that the acronym PLR has not been clearly defined in the disclosure. In this regard, 
the specification has been amended at page 15, to explicitly define this term in the manner 
understood by one of ordinary skill as well as by the Examiner. Claim 6 has further been 
amended to replace the recitation of "PLR" with —packet loss ratio— in accordance with the 
Examiner's interpretation. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. §112 
rejection of claim 6 is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the 35 U.S.C. §112 rejection of claim 7. In this regard, the Examiner 
asserts that the claimed limitation "to set a temporary path to the relay station which has 
transmitted the receiving-environment-table communication signal, and return a temporary-path 
notification communication signal containing the temporary path to the relay station" is 
ambiguous and indefinite. Claim 7 has been amended to recite, inter alia, a tenth processing 
section operable, in response to receiving the receiving-environment-table communication signal 
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transmitted by the relay station, to set a temporary path to the relay station and to send to the 
relay station, using the second communication section, a temporary-path notification 
communication signal comprising the temporary path. In this regard, claim 7 is directed to 
setting a temporary path to a relay station from which a receiving-environment-table 
communication signal is received. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. 
§112 rejection of claim 7 is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the rejection of 1-5 and 7-9 under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over IWAMURA. IWAMURA is generally directed to a communications network 
in which devices are grouped into communication groups. More particularly, IWAMURA 
teaches that devices in a common communication group communicate directly among each other 
and that devices in different communication groups communicate via a representative device for 
a group to which the device initiating the communication belongs and a representative device for 
a group to which the intended recipient device belongs. While Figures 8-36 of IWAMURA may 
bear a superficial resemblance to the present invention, IWAMURA merely teaches the 
determination of a graph as shown in Figure 2 of IWAMURA. That is, when a device initiating 
communication taught by IWAMURA attempts to communicate with other devices, the initiating 
device is required to transmit to a device receiving the communication based on a device 
message. 

In contrast, an objective to which the claims of the present application are directed 
includes a parent station determining a fixed path and that respective relay or child stations are 
capable of communicating with other stations using the fixed-path. In particular, claim 1 is 
directed to a parent station that determines a fixed path and provides fixed path information to 
relay stations along a communication path. The portions of IWAMURA asserted by the 
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Examiner do not disclose at least detecting a receiving state and calculating a transmission 
quality on a transmission line interconnecting with the station which has transmitted the basic- 
information notification signal, as specified in claim 1 . Further, IWAMURA does not teach or 
suggest creating or updating a receiving-environment table correlating the basic information 
notification signal to the transmission quality on the transmission line, as specified in claim 1. 
Moreover, IWAMURA does not teach or suggest that a parent station sets fixed paths to 
respective ones of the plurality of relay stations, in accordance with the transmission qualities in 
the transmission-quality table, as specified in claim 1 . Insofar as IWAMURA does not teach 
calculating a transmission quality, IWAMURA also does not teach numerous other features of 
Applicants' independent claim 1 . 

Furthermore, the Examiner acknowledges that IWAMURA does not disclose a temporary 
path and asserts either a new update in the communication environment information storage 
section or updating from the communication environment processing section as teaching this 
feature. However, the communication environment information processing section merely 
obtains a terminal ID and the communication environment information storage section merely 
stores the obtained terminal ID. Accordingly, IWAMURA does not teach or suggest a temporary 
path. Applicants respectfully submit that claim 1 is allowable over IWAMURA , at least for each 
of the reasons set forth above. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claim 7 is also allowable for reasons similar to the 
above-noted reasons for the allowability of claim 1 in addition to reasons related to its own 
recitations. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that claim 8 is also allowable for reasons similar to the 
above-noted reasons for the allowability of claim 1 in addition to reasons related to its own 
recitations. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claim 9 is also allowable for reasons similar to the 
above-noted reasons for the allowability of claim 1 in addition to reasons related to its own 
recitations. 

Claims 2-5 are allowable at least because they depend, directly or indirectly, from 
independent claim 1, which Applicants submit has been shown to be allowable. Each of 
dependent claims 2-5 are also believed to recite further patentable subject matter. As such, 
allowance of the dependent claims is deemed proper for at least the same reasons noted for the 
independent claims upon which they depend, in addition to reasons related to their own 
recitations. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-5 and 7-9 
under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) over IWAMURA is respectfully requested. 

Applicants traverse the rejection of claim 6 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) over IWAMURA 
and BEVAN. BEVAN is directed to determining a channel over which to transmit data based on 
a determination of a characteristic of previous transmissions using each of a set of channels. The 
Examiner asserts a packet loss failure as taught by BEVAN as teaching a PLR value as recited in 
claim 6. However, BEVAN does not teach or suggest the features discussed above as lacking in 
IWAMURA, and thus, the combination of these two references fails to render claim 6 obvious. 
Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-5 and 7-9 under 35 
U.S.C § 103(a) over IWAMURA is respectfully requested. 

In view of the herein contained amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the previously asserted rejections set forth in the Office 
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Action of February 26, 2008 together with an indication of the allowability of the pending 
claims. Such action is respectfully requested and is believed to be appropriate and proper. 

If any extension of time is deemed to be necessary to maintain the pendency of the 
application, including any extension of time fees for entry of an Examiner's Amendment, the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby requested and authorization is hereby provided to charge 
any necessary fees to maintain the pendency of this application to Deposit Account No. 19-0089. 

Should the Examiner have any questions concerning this Reply or the current application, 
the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed 
below. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



WA et al. 



May 27, 2008 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place] 
Reston, V A 20191 
(703)716-1191 




William P/eprz 
Rtff. Wo. 33,630 
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